
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

I can use these words to describe materials. 

Properties Meaning 

hard not easily broken or pierced 

squashy easily crushed or squeezed 

smooth an even and regular surface 

bumpy uneven, raised patches 

soft not firm to the touch 

rigid can’t be bent or forced out of 
shape 

flexible it is able to bend 

rough uneven, irregular surface 

absorbent can soak up liquid 

waterproof Liquids run off. 

opaque cannot be seen through 

translucent allows some light to get 
through 

transparent can be seen through 

brittle hard, but may be broken easily 

dull no shine or brightness 

shiny reflects light, has a smooth 
surface 

natural can be found in the 
environment 

man made is made from a mixture of 
materials in a factory. 

So silly…  

A chocolate 

tea pot 

Not suitable because tea pots 
need to hold hot water, and 
chocolate melts much lower 
temperatures than hot water!  

Newspaper 

wellies 

Not suitable because wellies 
are used to keep our feet dry. 
Newspaper is absorbent, so will 
make our feet wet!  
 

Jelly chair Not suitable because a chair 
needs to be rigid, but jelly is 
soft and too flexible.  
 

Think of your own examples of so silly 

materials. 

Properties of different materials 

Wood  strong, opaque, stiff, hard 

Plastic  bendy, smooth, translucent, stretchy 

Glass   transparent, hard, smooth, waterproof 

Brick  rough, strong, opaque, dull 

Paper   translucent, flexible, not waterproof 

Cardboard  rough, dull, opaque, not waterproof 

Metal  Shiny, strong, opaque, hard 
 

Rock  Rough, strong, opaque, hard 
 

Natural Materials Man-made materials 

wood 
cotton 
leather 

iron 
gold 
sand 
coal 
wool 

concrete 
glass 
paper 
steel 

plastic 
polyester 

What am I going to learn? 

• I can identify and compare the suitability of 
a variety of everyday materials. 

• I can find out how the shapes of solid 

objects made from some materials can be 

changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching. 
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